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Religion is, at times, used as a tool for 
division.
Even within Christianity, varying rituals and 
interpretations of the Bible within different 
churches can make members of one congrega-
tion feel alienated from those of another. 
But Easter is unifying in Christianity because 
it is a time for congregations to gather and 
celebrate a belief they all have in common: 
that Jesus Christ died on the cross so they 
might live again. 
Three Statesman writers went to a few of 
the Christian churches around Logan to 
observe what was taught and how. None of the 
writers were regular attendees of the denomi-
nation they wrote about.
St. John’s Episcopal church 
A family full of teenage girls filed into the 
church. Their bright, Easter-egg-colored 
dresses brightened their skin and they 
wobbled in their strappy heels. Men wore 
sports jackets with pastel sweaters under-
neath. A baby babbled. The sun streamed in 
from the clouds and illuminated the stained 
glass windows, but it was really the smiles 
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Members of the debate club won in an 
international Skype competition.
Miranda Lorenc spent weeks making a Star 
Wars costume and she couldn’t be happier. 
SPORTS  | No more Moore?
Junior wing Jalen Moore 
declares for the NBA Draft.
see PAGE 6
STUDENT LIFE | Statesman Columnist
see “Minor” PAGE 7
see “Easter” PAGE 7










PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Inside the empty St. John’s Episcopal Church located at. 85 East 100 North
Utah State University has a renowned music 
program and the Caine College of the Arts has 
decided to make this program more accessible 
to students, not only those who are music 
majors. A new Music Studies minor is in the 
process of being passed. 
Approval is currently being awaited while 
music departments prepare for the final 
meeting of the Board of Regents in May.
Timothy Chenette, an assistant professor of 
music, began the idea for this minor.
“We had a music minor that involved a lot of 
music lessons and music ensembles, so if you 
didn’t play an instrument or didn’t sing, that 
was basically a closed door. We also had some 
general education classes that were for a 
broader audience, and it seemed like a good 
decision to package those all together and let 
there be something that is open to anybody,” 
Chenette said. 
The music department recognizes the desire 
some students have to expand their musical 
knowledge without having to major in music 
entirely.
“A lot of these classes are available online, 
which also makes these classes available to the 
whole state,” Chenette said.
Not only will this be good for students, but 
it will be good for the music program here at 
USU and the state, as word catches on that 
there are more musical options.
“It really is important to us to bring in more 
people, not only because we want more people 
in our program, but also because it expands 
the audience for music in the state,” Chenette 
said.
Chenette and Cindy Dewey, the music 
department head, envision this minor being 
something that students who have an interest 
in music can take, but for which they may not 
necessarily have the time nor the desire as a 
full major. 
On top of that, there is a desire within the 
music department to expand further.
College of Arts to start 
offering Music Studies minor
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
(Left to right) Kevin Olsen, Sindy Dewey and Timothy Chenette play the piano on Monday.
from the churchgoers that lit up the church.
White filled the room, from flags that hung 
above the worshipers, to dainty embroidered 
white gloves, to the white cloth that covered 
the altar, to the white church hats that made 
some women look like they were wearing 
halos. Those who put on the sermon wore 
traditional white robes. The white lilies that 
surrounded the altar stood tall, but they all 
stared at each other with level heads. The 
same could be said of the churchgoers, 
dignified yet respectful. White for the resurrec-
tion, white for purity and white for love.
“Alleluia,” the presider said to begin the 
sermon, “Christ is risen.”
“The Lord is risen, indeed,” the congrega-
tion replied in unison. “Alleluia.”
During the sermon, there was a moment 
that transcended the religious fervor; it was 
called “the Peace.” It was an opportunity for 
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The smell of brewing coffee filled Haylee 
Hunsaker’s home most of the night. She didn’t 
have time to nap the day before the tourna-
ment. Like most college students, Hunsaker 
has work on top of her studies, so sleep wasn’t 
an option.
Campus was closed by the time the rounds 
started. Brayden O’Brien, Hunsaker’s debate 
partner, and Tom Worthen, their coach, 
Skyped the other teams from her home.
“Being up late was okay, since we were 
really excited to be going up against Afghani-
stan students in an international debate,” 
Hunsaker said.
Because of the time difference, rounds went 
from 10 p.m. until 3 a.m. for her and O’Brien. 
In the back of his mind, O’Brien was thinking 
about his 7:30 test the next morning.
Despite being at a clear disadvantage, 
Hunsaker and O’Brien took first place in the 
tournament, which included 20 teams from 
seven countries.
This was the third annual international 
Skype debate tournament, but it was a new 
experience for Hunsaker and O’Brien. Afghans 
for Progressive Thinking hosted the Debate 
Without Borders Skype Tournament from 
March 17-18. Hunsaker and O’Brien, who 
represented Utah State University, were one of 
two U.S. teams participating.
Topics varied from the environment to the 
gender pay gap to foreign language require-
ments in school. Worthen even judged a round 
about the security threat Donald Trump 
presents.
“I didn’t expect it to be as engaging or 
competitive over Skype, but it still ended up 
being that way,” O’Brien said. “Seeing it all 
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come together was interesting.”
Because of how the pairings worked out, 
Hunsaker and O’Brien almost exclusively 
debated teams from Afghanistan. Between 
rounds, they shared cultural exchanges — the 
Afghani students wanted to know what it was 
like to study in the United States. Afghanis 
consume lots of American media, Hunsaker 
said, and they chatted about “How I Met Your 
Mother” and even “Game of Thrones.”
When it came to timing the rounds, though, 
they had to be strict and precise, O’Brien said.
“The people in Afghanistan, especially, were 
in a sensitive location. I don’t know if it was 
necessarily secret, but we had to keep things 
moving,” he said.
Women on the Afghanistan teams are not 
allowed to debate competitively. Because of 
the Skype tournament, however, they were 
allowed to compete against other schools.
“Afghanistan — it’s a country of war,” 
Worthen said. “I was talking to one of the 
women on the team, and they said women on 
the teams are not allowed to travel to other 
universities to compete.”
Utah State’s debate team does not compete 
as often as most universities in Utah — Hunsa-
ker transferred from Snow College, where she 
said they travel to tournaments 12-15 times a 
year. Because of limited funding, USU only 
goes to four.
“Debate takes a lot of work, and we only get 
to show off our work if we’re at a tourna-
ment,” Hunsaker said. “We do the same 
amount of work, but we just get less rewards 
from it ... Even without the budget, USU is still 
extremely competitive.”
She said Worthen puts extra time — and 
sometimes his own money — into keeping the 
team competitive.
“Tom has been incredible to watch,” she 
said. “He stayed up just as late as we did. Tom 
has an extreme passion for speech and debate. 
No matter the budget or the circumstance, he’s 
100 percent there.”
Worthen is working with Afghanistan for 
Progressive Thinking to create a “sister school” 
setup, to work with the group more in the 
future. The Skype tournaments, while some-
what inconvenient, are free.
— brennakelly818@gmail.com
@bckelly8
The founder and president of Utah State 
University’s Gymnastics Club, Ahseante Hicks, 
is proud of his club for many reasons: it has a 
laid-back atmosphere that attracts members of 
all skill levels, it allows students to participate 
in a dying sport and it provides competition 
opportunities through meets like an upcoming 
home meet in April. 
The club spends fall semester training and 
then spring semester hosting competitions as 
well as traveling to them. The next competi-
tion will be a home meet on April 2, located at 
Cache Valley Athletics starting at 1 p.m. There 
is a $5 admittance fee that also comes with a 
raffle ticket to put in for prizes. 
The club was started four years ago and 
began as an all-men gymnastics team. It was 
then expanded to be a co-ed team and now 
the total active members number 13. Hicks 
started the club because he wanted to get back 
By Jillian McCarthy
STAFF WRITER
into the sport, and at the time there was not 
much of an avenue for the sport for men. 
“The purpose of the Utah State Gymnastics 
Club is to give students, men and women, who 
seek to better themselves physically and 
mentally, the opportunity to do so through the 
progressions of various trainings,” Hicks said. 
“This club consists of students with a wide 
range of skills from novice to highly advanced. 
Through this, leadership and greater student 
involvement is taught.” 
The club’s atmosphere is positive and 
stress-free, which allows students from 
beginner levels through advanced to become 
members.
“When new students join, we assess where 
they are at as far as skill level, then we ask 
them where they would like to be and then we 
work on getting them to the level they would 
like to be at,” said Jake Howard, the vice 
president of USU’s Gymnastics Club. “We have 
had beginners make it to competing and finals, 
so any student in our club can go as far as they 
are willing or want to go as long as they work 
hard to accomplish their goals.”
Howard also said that most people, when 
first starting out, worry that they are not good 
enough, but being a beginner should not deter 
students. Everyone in the club coaches each 
other with no pressure of going beyond 
anyone’s comfort level. 
“When I came to college, I wanted to find 
something like this club to help me develop 
more skills since I had only dabbled in the 
sport a little bit in high school,” said Jenyse 
Ikeno, a freshman at USU who is also a 
member of the gymnastics club. “This club is 
an affordable way for me to continue in this 
sport while I develop different skills from 
more experienced gymnasts in the club.”
Students that have an interest in gymnastics 
are welcome to come and check out the 
practices, Ikeno said. She also said that it is a 
great community and everyone is very nice 
and helpful, and that the club is a place for 
people to get together to improve their skills 
and to just have fun.  
The club meets three times a week — Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Thursdays — for practices 
at Cache Valley Athletics from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Men have six different events that they 
practice and compete in, which includes the 
floor, pommel horse, still rings, vault, parallel 
bars and high bar. The women have four 
different events: the floor event, vault, uneven 
bars and balance beam.
Right now the club is trying to raise funds to 
cover expenses for nationals in Philadelphia. 
They have set up a donation page and are also 
doing a fundraiser at Buffalo Wild Wings on 
April 2. The club will receive 10 percent from 
every check from someone that brings up the 
USU Gymnastics Club while paying for their 
meal. 
The club would like to thank everyone for 
their donations and support this season. 
For more information on the USU Gymnas-
tics Club please visit, www.facebook.com/
usuclubgym. 
— jillian.mccarthy@aggiemail.usu.edu 
Skype in: USU debates online
USU gymnasts preparing for upcoming home 
meet, want more student support 
PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Gymmastics Club
Members of USU Gymnastics Club. 
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Skype in: USU debates online
USU gymnasts preparing for upcoming home 
meet, want more student support 
Last August Dakota Worrell, a business 
major at USU, came up with the idea of a 
business for doing students' laundry.
Students now can either call or email the 
By Shanie Howard
STAFF WRITER
HIGHLINE TRAIL UNOFFICIALLY OPEN,
 AWAITING FINAL IMPROVEMENTS
Campus Clothesline and have their laundry 
picked up, washed, dried, folded and delivered 
back to them for between $12 and $18. 
Coming from a family that also has a 
self-owned company, Worrell had enough 
experience and faith in the idea of Campus 
Clothesline that he was able to get it off the 
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Founders of Campus Clothesline, Dakota Worrell and Alex Souvall, discuss their business at Mt. Logan Laundromat.
The graffiti-covered signs still warn that 
trespassers will be prosecuted and — officially 
— the trail is still closed. However, the 
Highline Trail, which is slated to open in late 
spring or early summer, is, according to some 
Cache officials — unofficially — open to the 
public.
“We’re not enforcing the trail,” said Lt. Bret 
Randall, a Logan City police officer, “unless 
they leave the trail or they’re doing damage to 
the trail.”
According to Cache County trails planner 
Dayton Crites, there are still some final safety 
improvements to be made before the official 
opening. The improvements include the 
addition of a few more fences in places with 
cliff exposures, retaining elements to contain 
rock slides and signage.
“It’s still not open, technically,” Crites said.
The Highline Trail starts at the mouth of 
Logan Canyon and sits atop the canal that 
runs down it. When the canal company 
covered the structure in 2013 it had inadver-
tently created a nearly flat walking path that 
snaked along the side of the canyon.
After the unofficial trail gained in popularity, 
so did the problems surrounding the area. 
Graffiti on the old canal structures and the 
canyon’s rock faces, in addition to excessive 
litter, plagued the trail. After community 
By Jackson Murphy
STAFF WRITER
complaints, Cache County officials placed “No 
Trespassing” signs at both ends of the trail, a 
message that county and city police heavily 
enforced.
At least until now. 
“Enjoy the trail,” Randall said. “If you’re on 
the trail to commit crimes and be a hooligan, 
the police are going to be called.” 
Even when the trail is officially open, going 
off the trail will still be trespassing. The land 
the trail passes through is owned by the canal 
company, Utah State University, Cache County, 
Logan City and the U.S. Forest Service.
The trail easement has public passage, but 
not all the area around it, Crites said.
Utah State University freshman Kenzie 
Moran was on the trail March 21.
“We went because it looked cool,” she said. 
“It’s definitely a place I’d go running.”
Moran said her group of friends weren’t too 
worried about the trespassing signs, but she 
did think the graffiti detracted from the views.
“I thought it was kind of sad, because it’s 
such a pretty view and the graffiti kind of 
ruins it,” she said.
And officials hope that those who enjoy the 
trail and the view will keep it from being 
further vandalized.
“If you’re excited about the trail and the 
possibility of more trails, don’t be the person 
doing graffiti and littering,” Crites said. “If you 
see anybody, don’t turn a blind eye, call the 
police and Logan parks. It’s really a detriment 
to the entire community. If you like trails you 
need to have the best possible behavior.”
Crites estimates having to remove additional 
graffiti would cost around $3,000 per incident. 
Money that, according to Crites, is not 
budgeted.
Crites said he’d like the trail to open sooner 
rather than later, so the community can keep 
an eye on the area.
“Hopefully there won’t be the ability for 
people and their peanut brains to continue 
doing things to the mountain,” he said.
When open, the Highline Trail will be an 
additional connection between the Bonneville 
Shoreline Trail and the River Trail.
— jacksonmurphy111@gmail.com 
Taking the hassle out of hygiene: Campus Clothesline 
doing laundry for students
HILLSIDE MANOR
newly remodeled luxury apartments
• 8 Private Bedrooms, Fully Furnished
• Desk Bed and Bookcase in each Bedroom
• TV, DVD, VCR
• 2 New Modern Kitchens
• Laundry Facilities 
• Large Living Room
• Cable TV Jacks in each Bedroom
• Wireless Internet Service
• Air Conditioning
• No Parking Hassles
• Across the Street From Campus
For more information call Darla • (435) 770-0900 • darladclark@comcast.net
ground. “My dad built up his own business so I 
grew up learning about it … I am constantly 
bouncing new ideas around and people tell me 
that they don’t think they will work. Eventual-
ly I said 'Screw it, I’m just going to do this.'”
After starting Campus Clothesline, Worrell 
eventually found a partner. 
“I was out of town last summer then came 
back and found out that Dakota was looking 
for people to help him and thought it was a 
good idea so I got on board,” said Alexandra 
Souvall, a mechanical engineer and physics 
major at USU. 
Campus Clothesline has since taken off, 
bringing in a profit of about $100 a month, 
but none of the profit actually goes back to 
Worrell and Souvall. Instead, the money is 
used to continue running the business. So far, 
though, there have been some obstacles 
Souvall and Worrell have faced. 
“We got a lot of feedback from girls saying 
they don’t like guys doing their laundry so we 
got a couple girls to help us out,” Souvall said. 
Since then, the business has run smoothly.
“I know some people find it awkward but I 
don’t find doing other people’s laundry 
awkward at all … We’ve all got dirty laundry 
and we all know what underwear looks like. 
It’s not personal at all,” Worrell said.
Despite the confidence from Worrell, 
Campus Clothesline still makes sure that they 
wear gloves while sorting the laundry. 
In the future Campus Clothesline plans on 
also helping the homeless in Logan by doing 
their laundry for free and providing discounts 
for students in different organizations, such as 
the Concrete Canoe Club. 
“We’re here to help the community and we 
want to make sure all of our customers happy,” 
Worrell said.
For more information about the Campus 
Clothesline, visit: thecampusclothesline.com.
— shaniehoward214@gmail.com
PHOTO BY Jackson Murphy
“No Trespassing” signs guard the gate of the Highline Trail. Fall 2015
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BERLIN _ In recent days, Belgian politicians 
had been warning of a heightened terror 
threat in Brussels after the arrest of one of the 
prime players in the November attacks in 
Paris.
In fact, after his arrest, Salah Abdeslam, 26, 
admitted that he’d been planning attacks in 
Brussels, and police recovered weapons 
indicating that he was telling the truth.
So Tuesday morning, shortly after 9 a.m., 
when explosions rocked the city, the targets 
couldn’t have been less surprising: the 
check-in counters at the busy Brussels Airport 
and the Maelbeek subway stop near the 
offices of the European Parliament and the 
European Commission.
Airports and subways are classic terror 
targets _ easily reached, crowded and lightly 
guarded. Even the timing, rush hour on mass 
transit, was predictable _ commuters aboard 
public transit were bombed in Madrid in 2004 
and London in 2005.





Belgian terror attack is another 
crisis for troubled Europe
PHOTOS BY Gareth Fuller, Federico Gambarini/PA Wire/Zuma Press/TNS
(Left) Members of the public gather at the Place de la Bourse in Brussels to leave messages and tributes following the terrorist attacks on Tuesday, March 22, 2016. (Top RIght) Members of the public gather at the Place de la Bourse in Brussels to leave messages and tributes follow-
ing the terrorist attacks on Tuesday. (Middle Right) Nous sommes Bruxelles&apos;&apos; (We are Brussels) is written on a small Belgian flag next to flowers and candles outside the stock exchange at Place de la Bourse in Brussels on Tuesday. (Bottom Right) Members of the public 
gather at the Place de la Bourse in Brussels to leave messages and tributes following the terrorist attacks on Tuesday.
Minister Charles Michel said after the attacks: 
“What we feared has happened.”
Europe today is under siege, and the Islamic 
State, in claiming responsibility for the 34 
deaths and scores of injured in Brussels, 
promised more to come. “Germany is next,” 
the Islamic State’s statement vowed.
An attack in Brussels, home to the head-
quarters of the European Union, was particu-
larly troubling. “This was an attack on all of 
Europe,” French President Francois Hollande 
said Tuesday.
And it’s not just terrorists besieging the 
continent. Europe is in trouble on many levels. 
The EU is struggling. Its currency, the euro, is 
wobbly. Greece, a member, seems broken. 
France often looks to be breaking. The British 
are threatening to leave. Russia is working 
hard to undermine the EU, funding nationalist 
political parties whose goals include breaking 
up the union.
All against a backdrop of a burgeoning 
refugee crisis that began with flight from 
Libya, then became, starting nearly a year ago, 
wave after wave of Syrians, Iraqis, Afghans 
and others, fleeing from Turkey to Greece and 
HAVANA — Mario Oliva no longer wants to 
“dream” about other people’s lives. He doesn’t 
want to think about what he could buy if he 
lived in Miami, or another country.
The 49-year-old father understands con-
cerns about repression. The Cuban govern-
ment’s human rights record “is not perfect,” he 
says.
But he’s more focused on improving his 
economic outlook. He wants a nice car. He 
wants to travel. He wants a nice house.
“I want better things,” Oliva said. “But with 
the job opportunities I have, that’s not 
possible. It’s not as much a human rights 
problem. It’s an economic problem.”
Cuban-American politicians, such as Sen. 
Robert Menendez, D-N.J., and Florida Republi-
can Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and Mario 
Diaz-Balart, have upbraided President Barack 
Obama for visiting the island nation even 
though the government has arrested more 
than 8,000 people since the two countries 
announced they would re-establish relations in 
December 2014.
then by land primarily to Germany, more than 
a million people in all.
Add to that terror attacks that have come 
with unprecedented frequency: first in Paris, in 
January 2015, when three gunmen killed 17 at 
a satirical newspaper. Then came attacks in 
Tunisia and Mali that killed British and French 
tourists. In November came the worst attack in 
modern French history: Gunmen killed 130 
people in Paris in a violent rampage across the 
city. Tuesday, it was Brussels’ turn.
Brussels had been a terror target before, but 
not on this scale. As such the city joined the 
list of European cities that have been hit by 
large-scale terror attacks. It’s a list that 
includes Paris, London, Madrid, Istanbul and 
Oslo. The list of nations suffering through 
terror attacks can be expanded far beyond 
Europe, with recent attacks also in places 
including the United States, Tunisia, Camer-
oon, Nigeria, Chad, Egypt, Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Pakistan and Israel.
Only Monday, Jan Jambon, the Belgian 
interior minister, had told Belgian public radio 
that Abdeslam’s capture put the country on 
alert.
“We know that stopping one cell can push 
others into action,” he said in that interview. 
“We are aware of it in this case.”
And on Sunday, Belgian Foreign Minister 
Didier Reynders noted Abdeslam had warned 
he had been planning an attack in Brussels.
“He was ready to restart something in 
Brussels, and it may be the reality because we 
have found a lot of weapons, heavy weapons, 
in the first investigations and we have found a 
new network around him in Brussels,” he said.
But still there was little officials could do to 
stop the attacks, said Mark Singleton, director 
of the International Centre for Counter-Terror-
ism in The Hague.
“Even advanced warnings based on intel 
don’t offer guarantees,” he said in an email. 
“These attacks confirm how little resources are 
needed to wreak havoc.”
He added, “There’s only so much you’ll 
know. And even if you know a lot more, you’ll 
still not always be able to predict, interdict 
and incarcerate before it’s too late.”
In interviews, Cubans see hope, not betrayal, in US relations
“This continued effort to legitimize this 
regime and its atrocities is appalling,” Ros-Le-
htinen said Tuesday from the floor of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. “It’s appalling for 
those people who love freedom. It’s appalling 
for those who have been political prisoners in 
Castro’s gulags.”
But for at least some Cubans interviewed 
here, that’s not the way Obama’s visit is 
viewed. Cubans lined the streets to catch a 
glimpse of the man who many hoped would 
kick-start the island’s troubled economy. Polls 
find the vast majority of Cubans welcome 
friendlier relations with the United States.
Taxi driver Jose Manuel Calevo is among 
those who see rapprochement as opportunity. 
He’s already benefited as more curious 
American have arrived with dollars.
“When there are more tourists, there is more 
work for me,” he said.
Berta Soler, the leader of the Ladies in 
White dissident group, which was set upon by 
Cuban police Sunday, understands Calevo’s 
economic concerns. But she also thinks that 
neither Cubans nor Americans should ignore 
the government’s continued use of repression 
to silence its critics.
“People are worried about their jobs,” she 
said. “The government is the only real 
employer.”
The impact of repression is evident. Many 
people approached by a McClatchy reporter 
refused to speak about human rights for fear 
of reprisal.
“I love my country. It’s just the system that I 
don’t like,” said an Afro-Cuban man, who 
refused to give his name, while watching 
Obama’s arrival in Cuba on Sunday.
But for Ines Montes, 58, human rights is not 
a reason to oppose U.S.-Cuba relations. Too 
many Cubans are struggling to meet their 
most basic needs, she said.
“People just want to eat,” she said, motion-
ing to her mouth.
Oliva wants a standard of living that’s “a 
little bit better.” He doesn’t expect to buy a 
new car or a European vacation anytime soon. 
But if changes happen fast enough, maybe his 
20-year-old son will.
“Or maybe my grandchildren,” he said.
PHOTO BY Franco Ordonez/McClatchy DC/TNS
Improving job opportunities is a major concern for many Cubans.
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Cesilia Rodriguez was 14 years old when 
her mom was first deported to Mexico. Her 
mom returned to Utah a year later only to be 
arrested and jailed for five months and then 
deported again. But this time it was perma-
nent. 
Rodriguez and her younger brothers were 
stuck moving from stepdad to stepdad until 
her father kicked her out of the house. By age 
17, Rodriguez lived completely on her own. 
Even though she was born in the United 
States and is a legal citizen, Rodriguez slipped 
through the cracks of the broken system and 
didn’t have a foster family to take care of her. 
Luckily, Rodriguez moved in with the Spencer 
family after she was legally an adult. 
“The truest definition of family is the 
Spencers,” she said. “Living with the Spencers 
taught me how a family works.” 
Melissa Spencer is essentially Rodriguez’s 
pseudo-mom. They met in church and 
Spencer hired Rodriguez as a babysitter when 
she was 14 years old. From there, their 
friendship grew, though it did experience its 
ups and downs. Eventually, Spencer invited 
By Morgan Pratt
STAFF WRITER
Rodriguez to live with her family after living 
on her own. 
“Even though she was 19, it was like I was 
raising a 12 year old,” Spencer said. “Even 
when Rodriguez did have a mom, she worked 
all of the time.” 
When Rodriguez was 19, she received her 
high school diploma through the local adult 
education program thanks to support -- and 
car rides -- from Spencer.
“She would take me to class and to work 
even if I went kicking and screaming,” 
Rodriguez said.
Now Rodriguez is 22 and she is working for 
the Division of Family Services by helping 
students in similar situations go under the 
radar of the system. But she said she wants to 
make an even bigger impact for migrant 
families stuck in legal limbo by becoming an 
immigration lawyer. That means she has to go 
to college. 
Rodriguez did attend Utah State University 
for a semester in 2014; she was taking her 
general classes. She said she loved going to 
school and being on campus. But she, like 
many other students, couldn't afford to pay for 
school, so she filled out a FAFSA. It turned out 
to be a necessary evil that was standing in her 
way of fulfilling her dreams. 
So far, one of the biggest issues came when 
she was filling out the online forms that asked 
for her mom’s non-existent social security 
number. Also, she had a hard time proving 
that she was living on her own without a 
family or in foster care. 
“How do I prove that I was on my own since 
I was 17?” she said. “The financial aid office 
doesn’t understand that kids really do go 
under the radar.”
Rodriguez said she started filling out her 
FAFSA three months early. Regardless, she still 
missed the deadline and can’t afford to pay for 
school this semester, so she is working. 
Spencer said it was a nightmare to get 
Rodriguez into school, not to mention to pay 
for school. 
“Filling out the paperwork and filling out 
the FAFSA was a nightmare,” she said. “It is 
mind boggling that legal citizens of the U.S. 
have a hard time going to school.”
Rodriguez said each time she fills out her 
FAFSA, she has to track down her real mom in 
Mexico and get a notarized signature. That 
signature proves her mom doesn’t pay U.S. 
taxes, she doesn’t send Rodriguez any money 
and that her mom doesn’t actually have a 
social security number. Spencer and Rodriguez 
have to jump through those hoops every year 
just to get loans for Rodriguez. 
In the end, Rodriguez’s said she was able to 
figure out her FAFSA difficulties, though she 
didn't make it on time for the semester 
deadline. 
“It is a marathon that I run every single 
time,” she said. 
Spencer said the marathon discourages 
students with illegal immigrant parents from 
going to college. 
“It makes me think of the kids who it isn’t as 
easy for,” she said. “So then what do they do? 
They become the next delinquent or the next 
criminal, because all they needed was some-
one to take their hand and help them figure 
out the federal program.”
Spencer said they don't want people to pity 
Rodriguez for what she went through. Instead, 
they want to get the word out about how her 
family situation negatively impacted her 
educational opportunities. 
"Don’t be the victim of your life," Spencer 
said to Rodriguez. "You can be someone to 
change this. I know she can do it." 
— morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
@morganprobinson
It started with a movie.
Not just any movie, but a movie that was 
sold out in theaters months before it was 
even released. A movie with so much hype 
that it broke records opening weekend. A 
movie known as “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens.”
Within the first few minutes of the first 
time I saw that movie, I fell in love with Rey, 
the scavenger from Jakku and protagonist. I 
loved her outfit, her personality, her inner 
strength, all of it. With the next Salt Lake 
Comic Con event, FanX, coming up in a few 
months, I thought to myself, “Rey’s outfit 
would be fun to Cosplay.”
The next time I saw that movie, a few days 
later with my family, I was more convinced I 
would make her outfit  to wear at the next 
convention. I spent more time that movie 
watching her, looking at her outfit and 
thinking about what would go into putting it 
all together. 
It seemed simple enough to me at the time. 
I would need the right shoes.  I could get the 
clothes at Deseret Industries and I could 
drape some fabric over them along with a 
belt. The bag was a simple satchel: common 
and easy to find. The biggest problem was her 
staff, but I had an artistic brother in a metal 
wielding class who I could enlist to help me. 
Overall, I thought it would be an easy and 
fun project.
I was wrong.
I ended up watching the movie three more 
times that month, because it was just that 
fantastic. By January, I had a good idea of 
what I would need in order to put it all 
Miranda Lorenc
“Sky’s the Limit”
—Miranda is a junior double majoring in biology and 
English. She wears the One ring around her neck, 
spends her Monday evenings playing Pathfinder and is 
very aware how geeky she can be sometimes.
— miranda.lorenc@gmail.com
           @miranda_lorenc
together, and I started to gather my supplies.
I went from store to store, gathering bits 
and pieces for my costumes
I had to go to multiple different DI’s before I 
found a shirt and some pants with the right 
fabric weave and color to work. I learned that 
fabric can be really expensive to buy at the 
lengths I needed. I found shoes that would 
work, and I ordered Luke’s Lightsaber from 
Amazon as an extra accessory. The satchel and 
belt I got at DI.
The hardest part of the costume was the 
staff. I spent hours on the internet looking for 
ways of replicating it with the minimum tools, 
money and space I had available. Because it 
was still a new movie, there weren’t many 
patterns to follow and so I decided to experi-
ment with my own design.
I found the materials that would work for 
what I had in mind at the local hardware 
stores, used math to figure out the proportions 
and then I started to work. I was unfamiliar 
with the materials I was using, so a lot of my 
time was spent experimenting and backtrack-
ing then redoing something over again. This 
took hours.
No, more than hours, I spent days on this. I 
worked on it during the weekends so it didn’t 
interfere with work and school and I would 
run Netflix in the background. More often 
than not, I would look at the clock and find 
that it was 3 a.m. and I had just watched 
seven hours of Charmed.
Most of it was just time-consuming. But it 
was worth it to see that staff taking shape in 
my hands. 
As FanX grew nearer, I spent more time on 
the costume. I started to add detail to the 
staff. I cut fabric and dyed it, then I redyed it 
because it wasn’t right the first time. I cut 
some more fabric to make the wrappings for 
my arms and legs. There was spray paint and 
super glue involved and a lot of last minute 
touches to add.
Everything was done in time for the 
convention, just barely. I put my hair up in the 
notable three buns Rey wears, donned my new 
outfit, slung my staff over my shoulder and 
walked through the front doors of the Salt 
Palace Convention Center.
If I was doubting the ridiculous amount of 
time and money I spent putting my costume 
PHOTO COURTESY OF Miranda Lorenc
Rey, aka Miranda, on an adventure at FanX with her android friend Bb8.
together before, I wasn’t anymore. All that 
work became worth it to me as I got compli-
ments on my staff, and people asked to take 
pictures with me.
I talked with other Reys about their cos-
tumes and about how they put the staff 
together. I met and took pictures with other 
people in my fandom. Within ten minutes of 
entering the convention, a guy came up to me 
and asked to take a picture of me holding his 
replica of Anakin Skywalker’s lightsaber.
The attention I got, the connection I made 
with other people — that’s why I did this. This 
is why I stayed up late at night putting 
together fabric and tape to make an outfit 
based on an amazing character. This is why I 
spent so much money on just the right 
supplies and materials.
This is why I cosplay at Comic Con.
THIS IS WHY I COSPLAY
FAFSA a struggle for 
first-generation students in the U.S. 
Belgian terror attack is another 
crisis for troubled Europe
PHOTOS BY Gareth Fuller, Federico Gambarini/PA Wire/Zuma Press/TNS
(Left) Members of the public gather at the Place de la Bourse in Brussels to leave messages and tributes following the terrorist attacks on Tuesday, March 22, 2016. (Top RIght) Members of the public gather at the Place de la Bourse in Brussels to leave messages and tributes follow-
ing the terrorist attacks on Tuesday. (Middle Right) Nous sommes Bruxelles&apos;&apos; (We are Brussels) is written on a small Belgian flag next to flowers and candles outside the stock exchange at Place de la Bourse in Brussels on Tuesday. (Bottom Right) Members of the public 
gather at the Place de la Bourse in Brussels to leave messages and tributes following the terrorist attacks on Tuesday.
PHOTO BY Franco Ordonez/McClatchy DC/TNS
Improving job opportunities is a major concern for many Cubans.
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When I first heard the name “The Kitchen 
Sisters,” I was a little apprehensive. What did I 
sign on to write about? 
Was I going to be reviewing two 60-year-old 
ladies talking about the latest kitchen gadget 
and how it can help cook your Easter ham?
But when I looked them up online I knew 
immediately that my initial impression was 
very wrong. I found out they have an awesome 
podcast. I started to listen and I knew I had 
found a great new source of entertainment. 
The Kitchen Sisters, Davia Nelson and Nikki 
Silva, are independent producers who create 
programs for NPR and other media outlets. 
Nelson and Silva are Peabody award winners 
and also teach, write books and offer work-
shops and public presentations.
In preparation for their arrival, I had the 
opportunity to listen to “Fugitive Waves,” one 
of their many podcasts.
“Fugitive Waves” chronicles a different story 
in every episode, telling stories that would 
normally be unheard. The episode that stuck 
out to me in my listening was episode four, 
PHOTO COURTESY OF UPR
The Kitchen Sisters,Nikki Silva (Left) and  Davia Nelson (Right) , are independent producers who create programs for NPR and other media 
outlets 
“The French Manicure - The Long Shadow of 
Shirley Temple.” It’s the story of a woman who 
left Vietnam in 1972, and how she acclimated 
to the American way of life. 
She decided to take on the name of Shirley 
Temple because as a little girl she loved to 
watch the Shirley Temple show and her name 
was too difficult for Americans to say. We hear 
her story of immigration to the U.S. and how 
she started to do nails at a salon and how that 
has really become the culture of the Vietnam-
ese immigrants — to come into the country 
and find refuge and still make a living after 
just a few short months of certifications.
From the few episodes I have been able to 
listen to, I do enjoy “Fugitive Waves.” I like 
that they share stories of multiple people and 
multiple points of view; it gives a refreshing 
take on the world. 
Podcasts are posted regularly, with the most 
recent being on March 21 of this year. From 
what I was able to listen to I didn’t find 
anything explicit or offensive and I would 
recommend this podcast to those looking to 
learn more about people and cultures that 
they otherwise may not have known. Fugitive 
Waves almost gave me a “Humans Of New 
York” vibe, but on a more in-depth level. 
Overall a great listen, and I would advise 
anyone to check it out.
The Kitchen Sisters will host a lecture for 
Utah State University students and the public 
on Tuesday, April 5 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. in 
the Edith Bowen Laboratory School Auditori-
um.
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tells stories that few tell
ZACH ROGERS
“Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood”
—Zach is a sophomore studying PR, and really wants to 
go to Disneyland. 
—zrogers2222@icloud.com
To me, the Communion Rite best showed 
the members’ dedication to their faith. While 
individuals were going up for the symbolic 
bread and wine, most others were knelt down 
behind their pew in prayer. Their faith seemed 
to truly guide their lives.
Living in Utah, I often forget that Catholics 
are not a minority in most places, having an 
estimated 1.2 billion members worldwide. 
This experience opened my eyes to what 
Easter means for such a large religious 
population.
Logan Church of Christ.
The Church of Christ, located at 240 West 
and 200 North, is a relatively small building in 
which a congregation of about 100 people 
meet every Sunday to show their love for their 
Lord.
Upon arriving several minutes before the 
worship began, I was surprisingly greeted with 
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“We really feel like we need to provide 
access to the regional campuses and all the 
different centers throughout the state,” Dewey 
said.
The minor will be flexible so students can 
mold the minor to fit their own musical 
interests.
“We look at creating a long menu of choices 
so that students who really have an interest in 
contemporary music styles can really focus 
their music studies minor on that or students 
who want a good mix, or those who love 
classical music can be flexible. Our goal is to 
educate and inspire,” Dewey said. 
Apart from expanding physically around the 
state of Utah, the music department would 
like to expand across fields as well, in order to 
give students a few more general education 
requirement options. 
“We would like to do things that can also be 
cross-referenced with other majors, and we 
“Minor” FROM PAGE 1
“Easter” FROM PAGE 1
are trying to get a Breadth Social Science 
designation for some courses,” Dewey said. 
“We’re also hitting a lot of bases in terms of 
general education requirements,” Chenette 
said.
Maurie Cunningham, a freshman majoring 
in journalism who is currently taking a music 
course said, “I play music by ear, and I’ve 
always loved music, but because I play by ear, 
it’s really hard for me because I will hear a 
song and want to play it but I don’t have pitch 
training. I would definitely take some of these 
class.”
Not only will the minor make music more 
available, but it will be less expensive than 
taking a full music major. 
“I also have friends and roommates who 
love music but they don’t want to do a music 
major because it is so expensive and there are 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 18 
• USU Police responded on an 
injured crow. Police arrived and the 
complainant reported that the bird 
made a short flight into a tree. The 
complainant and the Police attempted 
to get the bird to come out of the 
tree but was unsuccessful. Police will 
monitor the bird over the weekend to 
see if it comes out of the tree to the 
ground again.
FRIDAY, MARCH 19 
• USU Police responded to the Softball 
Field for a dumpster fire. Police arrived 
and met Softball Staff at the dumpster. 
The staff was able to put the flames 
out with some water. The contents 
were still smoldering and was put 
out by water at the field. The fire was 
started when someone put hot coals in 
the dumpster and left the area.
• A suspicious person was reportedly 
seen near the Moen Hall Tunnel 
throwing down chalk.
SATURDAY, MARCH 20 
• USU police was dispatched to a dog 
running at large out in front of the 
library. USU police arrived were able 
to locate the owner who stated that 
the dog had ran away from them last 
night and he had been out looking for 
it. Tucker, the dog was returned to the 
owner. No further action taken.
SUNDAY, MARCH 21 
• USU Police took a theft report from 
an individual who had a large amount 
of cash taken from his wallet. The theft 
occurred in the HPER building. Police 
are looking into who may have had 
access to the area at the time of the 
theft.
TUESDAY, MARCH 23 
• USU Police responded to Blue 
Square on a suspicious odor complaint. 
The complainant, who wished to 
remain anonymous, reported that 
there was a strong odor of burnt 
marijuana coming from one of the 
apartments. Police contacted the 
resident of the apartment in question 
and they admitted to having just 
smoked marijuana and voluntarily 
surrendered their marijuana pipe. 
The suspect was issued a citation for 
possession of drug paraphernalia and 
released.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24
• USU Police was asked to do a 
welfare check on a person who has not 
been seen in several weeks. Contact 
was made with the person, all is well, 
he has just been busy. He will contact 
the people he needs to. No other 
action needed.
USU POLICE BLOTTER
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Sindy Dewey and Timothy Chenette discuss the new Music Studies minor on Monday.
members to greet others in the church. The 
congregation buzzed, saying “peace be unto 
you” as the worshipers moved around from 
person to person. Some people shared cordial 
handshakes, while others exchanged hearty 
hugs. My eyes welled up with tears from the 
power of the sheer love they shared.
Joy danced from the organist’s fingers to the 
congregation as he played “Christ the Lord is 
Risen Today.” The sermon ended as the 
worshipers reveled that Jesus lived again as 
they filed out of the church together to share 
their delight with the world.
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic church.
Having never been to a Catholic mass 
before, I was surprised by the modernity of the 
St. Thomas Aquinas chapel, with my only 
previous experience being images of stereotyp-
ical churches in movies. 
The exterior was not covered by gargoyles 
and stained glass windows; the architecture 
was similar to other buildings in Logan in 
most respects. The chapel was inviting. A row 
of risers for the orchestra replaced the image 
of a massive pipe organ I had envisioned, and 
modest paintings of Christ carrying the cross 
hung on the walls, rather than brutal depic-
tions of pain and suffering that Mel Gibson 
created in his film years ago.
The entrance procession began at 10 a.m. 
Rev. Francisco Pires entered, along with a 
priest, carrying a thurible of burning incense, 
which I later learned represents sanctification 
and purity. The service continued with 
readings and Psalms from the Bible, all 
included within a large red book entitled 
“Gospel.” 
The idea of forgiveness and the ability to 
overcome sin was strongly emphasized 
throughout the readings and Psalms. At one 
point, members of the congregation offered up 
petitions, similar to prayers in foreign lan-
guages including Hebrew, Samoan, German 
and Indonesian. A priest translated their 
petitions into English after each was recited, 
allowing English speakers to hear their 





the friendly faces of adults and children alike. 
Many of the people in the congregation are 
extensions of family relatives or close friends, 
making the environment close-knit and 
unified.
A handful of members came up to me and 
introduced themselves, giving me a warm 
welcome that I was not expecting from people 
who knew nothing about the stranger sitting 
in the back row. My first and lasting impres-
sion of the people there was one of kindness 
and acceptance, which correlated perfectly 
with the rituals and sermon that followed later 
on in the meeting.
After starting the meeting with two worship 
hymns, members of the congregation verbally 
contributed names of people they personally 
interact with to a prayer wall. The wall was 
then referenced in a group prayer where the 
entire congregation stood up and expressed 
concern with bowed heads for those who 
might need help, comfort or love in their lives. 
It was a humbling experience for me to be able 
to observe how much time these people 
devoted to caring about others.
The remainder of the rituals before the 
sermon consisted of the reading of scriptures 
from the Holy Bible, several more worship 
songs and the passing around of an offering 
plate where almost all members, including 
children, contributed whatever amount of 
money they could to the church plate. The 
offering is to symbolize the people giving back 
to God for everything He had sacrificed for 
them when He died on the cross.
The speaker connected readings from the 
book of Judges 3-5 in the Holy Bible to the 
Easter holiday’s representation of God’s 
sacrifice for His people. This sermon empha-
sized that God made this sacrifice because He 
loved us, and in return He wants us to love 
Him back.
Opposite of my expectations, the Church of 
Christ did not have a special program set apart 
specifically for Easter, but rather highlighted 
the love of Christ that they strive to emulate 
on a daily basis.
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
St. John’s Episcopal Church is  located at. 85 East 100 North
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By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR
S P O R T S
Utah State junior wing Jalen Moore has 
declared for the NBA Draft as an underclass-
men.
“It is always a lifelong goal of somebody 
who has played basketball as a kid to want to 
play in the NBA, it’s everyone’s dream,” Moore 
said. “I have been working at it my whole life 
and I feel like this summer I have a decent 
shot.”
According to a press release from Utah State 
on Friday, Moore does not plan to hire an 
agent. If he doesn’t he can withdraw by May 
25 and return to college for his final season. In 
accordance with the new draft declaration 
rules, Moore can come back to school as long 
as he doesn’t hire an agent for the draft.
“We are supportive of Jalen exploring his 
options at the next level,” said USU head 
coach Tim Duryea. “We will use our NBA 
contacts to try and help him gather informa-
tion regarding his draft status. Our goal is to 
help all of our players succeed at every level.”
Moore is a 6-foot-9 player who has played 
small forward, power forward and center at 
Utah State. He has led the Aggies in both 
scoring and rebounding in back-to-back 
seasons, averaging 15.2 points and 6.7 
rebounds per game as a sophomore and 15.2 
points and 6.0 rebounds per game as a junior. 
The performances led to a pair of all-Mountain 
West honors, earning second-team accolades 







see “Moore” PAGE 9
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Jalen Moore declared for the NBA draft on Friday. He did not , however, hire an agent which preserves his eligibility to play for the Aggies next season. 
The Aggies’ baseball team lost its season 
home opener 14-11 to Colorado Mesa on 
Friday night at the Richard V. Hansen ballpark 
in Smithfield. 
The Colorado Mesa Mavericks won the 
series 2-1 but coaches and players from the 
team are very confident in the season that lies 
ahead of them.
“It’s difficult, it definitely takes it out of you 
a little bit, but we’ll come back,” said head 
coach Brad Singer of the first home loss of the 
season. “We’re not worried one bit.”
The first game of the three-game series was 
dominated by the Mavericks until USU made a 
comeback in the last two innings to tie it at 
nine. But Colorado Mesa pulled out the win in 
the end and defeated the Aggies by three runs.
“We’re a better team than the scoreboard 
says,” said senior MJ Tineo after Friday’s 
game. “They shouldn’t have scored 14 runs 
against us. We should just carry that momen-
tum from the end of the game with us to 
tomorrow’s game.”
Singer was also hopeful about taking that 
momentum that led the team to score 11 
points at the end of the game into the next 
day’s double-header. His team won the first 
game on Saturday 8-4 but fell to the Mavs in 
the second game 15-14, giving Colorado Mesa 
the win for this series.
“Our bats were hot again today like last 
night,” Singer said. “We need to regroup our 
pitching staff and make adjustments moving 
forward.”
This past weekend’s series showcased the 
strengths of the Utah State baseball club at the 
plate. Senior MJ Tineo and his teammates Eric 
Stranski, Michael Kress and Lantzen Toomer 
were crucial to the team with their offensive 
performance, said Singer.
In their past four games, the Aggies have 
scored 50 runs but have won only one.
By Paige Cavaness
SPORTS WRITER
Home opener a downer for USU baseball
“We are a pretty good hitting team,” Tineo 
said. “I don’t see a hole in our lineup. But I 
would say our pitching is struggling a little 
bit.”
Colton Draney was the only pitcher this past 
weekend that had a win for the Aggies. Coach 
Singer said that Draney had a rough start but 
settled down after a few innings.
“We’re not playing to our potential on the 
defensive side, we have a week off before 
conference starts that’ll give us time to make 
the necessary adjustments,” Singer said.
Looking into the rest of the season, Utah 
State will start conference play on April 9. 
There are 13 pitchers on the roster and Singer 
plans on working with them on getting good 
— Brad Singer, USU head coach
starts in the games defensively.
Boise State is predicted to be the Aggies’ 
toughest opponent coming up in three weeks.
“We beat them in regionals last year but 
they are a really good and competitive squad,” 
said Tineo. “I’m excited to play them this 
year.”
Tineo, who had consistently powerful 
offensive performances over the weekend, is 
the only senior on the roster this year for Utah 
State and hopes to bring confidence to the 
younger men on the team.
“I’m pretty confident about this team this 
year,” Tineo said, describing his vision of the 
team making it to Nationals later this spring.
The Aggies will start conference play at 
Montana State on the 9th and 10th of April. 
Their next home series will be the 15th and 
16th against Boise State.
“I would like people to come and support 
us,” Tineo said of the small fan base that 
travels to Smithfield for the games each week. 
“We’re going to give them some good enter-
tainment this year. We’re a pretty good team.”
— paige.a.cavaness@aggiemail.usu.edu
@ususportspaige
We’re not playing to our potential on the defen-
sive side, we have a week off before conference 
starts that’ll give us time to make the necessary 
adjustments.
Draft Combine, May 11-15, in Chicago, 
Illinois. After that date, underclassmen can 
work out for teams at their own expense in 
order to maintain their collegiate eligibility.
The timeline for early-entry into the NBA 
Draft is as follows: 
April 24 — NBA early entry eligibility 
deadline.
May 11-15 — NBA Draft combine in 
Chicago. 
May 25 — Deadline for underclassmen to 
remove entry to maintain intercollegiate 
eligibility.
June 23 — NBA Draft.
— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
@kalen_taylor
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LOGAN JONES
“TRAIL BLAZING”
—  Logan Jones is a junior majoring in journalism. 
Contact him with feedback at.
—logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu 
      @Logantj
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Utah State junior wing Jalen Moore has 
declared for the NBA Draft as an underclass-
men.
“It is always a lifelong goal of somebody 
who has played basketball as a kid to want to 
play in the NBA, it’s everyone’s dream,” Moore 
said. “I have been working at it my whole life 
and I feel like this summer I have a decent 
shot.”
According to a press release from Utah State 
on Friday, Moore does not plan to hire an 
agent. If he doesn’t he can withdraw by May 
25 and return to college for his final season. In 
accordance with the new draft declaration 
rules, Moore can come back to school as long 
as he doesn’t hire an agent for the draft.
“We are supportive of Jalen exploring his 
options at the next level,” said USU head 
coach Tim Duryea. “We will use our NBA 
contacts to try and help him gather informa-
tion regarding his draft status. Our goal is to 
help all of our players succeed at every level.”
Moore is a 6-foot-9 player who has played 
small forward, power forward and center at 
Utah State. He has led the Aggies in both 
scoring and rebounding in back-to-back 
seasons, averaging 15.2 points and 6.7 
rebounds per game as a sophomore and 15.2 
points and 6.0 rebounds per game as a junior. 
The performances led to a pair of all-Mountain 
West honors, earning second-team accolades 
as a sophomore and third-team honors this 
past season.
And just like that, ESPN’s last remaining 
shred of journalistic integrity dissipated 
without so much as a whisper.
Tuesday afternoon’s landmark baseball game 
between the Tampa Bay Rays and the Cuban 
national team was, by nearly all accounts, a 
joyous merger of two cultures long overdue 
for a reunion — because the literal broadcasts 
and written recaps of this game were so 
saturated with self-congratulatory praise it 
was almost as if this wasn’t a complete failure 
in terms of sports media and its mission.
The exception was an emotional piece 
crafted by Dan Le Batard, who used a series of 
personal anecdotes from his family’s Cuban 
heritage to provide more perspective and 
context for this game than the rest of sports 
media combined. Le Batard stood out as the 
only guy around willing to tear down the 
illusion that this game in Cuba was just dandy 
and worth riotous celebration, revealing 
instead a host of atrocities committed by the 
dictator now enjoying ball park franks with 
our own president.
Much has already been written regarding 
the politics of this particular event — particu-
larly in the wake of a major terrorist attack on 
Brussels, Belgium. But it isn’t merely the 
context of the game that gives me pause. 
Instead, I find myself at a loss for why the 
worldwide leader in sports saw fit to disregard 
a major opportunity to use sports reporting to 
convey a more impactful message. 
This has become a nasty habit for the sports 
network. Serious news surrounding the NFL’s 
prior knowledge of CTE and its harmful effects 
broke earlier this week — ESPN responded 
with mock drafts.
Deaths of workers essentially reduced to 
slave labor in Qatar will number in the 
“With the new rule, if it doesn’t work out 
then I can pull out and attend my senior year 
at Utah State,” Moore said. “This process will 
really help me get my name out there and will 
help people get to know me and get my game 
out there. It will be a great experience for me 
and will expand my game and help me to get 
better and will help the team if I end up 
returning.”
Moore is already No. 27 on the all-time scor-
ers list at Utah State with 1,119 points. If he 
returns, he will be one of three returning 
starters from the 2015-16 squad. 
The first time underclassmen can have 
contact with NBA teams will be at the NBA 
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Jalen Moore looks for a teammate to pass to against New Mexico on Feb. 9 in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum.
PHOTO BY Al Diaz/Miami Herald/TNS
The Estadio Latinoamericano during a game between the Tampa Bay Rays and the Cuban National team on March 22, 2016 in Havana, Cuba.. 
The Cuban baseball crisis
thousands before the first game of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup is played — but why not have 
some non-athlete celebrity come into the ESPN 
offices, and maybe do another mock draft.
Just because sports is in the entertainment 
media sector doesn’t mean sports reporting 
has to be devoid of anything with real impact. 
ESPN could find time for the serious issues 
affecting the world of sports and still discuss 
Golden State’s historic season. But no, only an 
agenda-laden format from here on out by the 
Disney-owned sports giant.
By no means did this happen overnight — 
Tebowmania, “The Decision,” the 2015 NBA 
Draft’s “fashion consultant” and the continued 
employment of Michelle Beadle all indicate to 
some degree or another the fact that true 
reporting has only existed as a peripheral part 
of ESPN’s mission for some time now.
It would rather be a part of the show, an 
appendage to sports themselves that celebrates 
awesome highlight-reel moments while 
willfully ignoring any potentially negative 
story regardless of that story’s potential to 
inspire important discussion.
And before you go thinking “So what’s the 
big deal? If you don’t like it, just don’t watch,” 
consider how widespread ESPN’s influence can 
be. As Gawker Media’s popular sports outlet 
Deadspin once put it, no single media outlet 
has as much sway over its corner of the 
culture as ESPN does over the sports world, 
and that’s why it matters when the Worldwide 
Leader decides to be stupid — ESPN’s stupid is 
oppressive.
There’s a running joke around the States-
man office that some of us writers really just 
stick around for sports. Literal shouts of the 
word “sports” accompany every work meeting 
I’ve ever been to. In a sense, this is what ESPN 
used to bring to a national audience — 
Sportscenter was once must-watch television 
for even casual sports fans, because its goal 
was to cover sports exclusively, and do it 
better than anyone else.
But now we’re in a place where sporting 
events and ESPN are wound a little too tight 
— its relationship with the professional sports 
leagues, the NFL in particular, has erased its 
ability to perform its most basic function.
Bill Simmons, one of the most widely-recog-
nized sports personalities in the country, saw 
his all-star band of writers disbanded follow-
ing his firing via Twitter in May 2015. Sim-
mons’ pet project Grantland, perhaps the most 
creative and well-run online sports property 
out there, met its end with practically zero 
explanation. It didn’t matter that Grantland 
was incredibly popular or that Simmons was 
practically a national treasure despite his 
tendency to swoon over Rob Gronkowski. 
Grantland’s style didn’t match ESPN’s desired 
message, so now it’s gone.
The lack of serious coverage and insight into 
Tuesday’s Cuban baseball game is only the 
latest in a long string of failures that don’t 
appear to be causing ESPN much distress. I 
imagine the day will come for others, as it did 
for me this week, when the worldwide leader 
in sports gets to be too much for the average 
sports fan to take.
What an interesting day that’ll be.
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O P I N I O N
Hannah McDonald 
“I’m Lovin’ it”
— Hannah McDonald is a freshman majoring in 
journalism. In her spare time, she annoys her roomates 
with dumb questions and panics about Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign. 
— h.mickeyd@gmail.com 
            @h_mickeyd
Spring breaking down borders
“It’s just ridiculous,” said senior Sophie 
Thelen as we looked out at the international 
border between the United States and Mexico. 
“It’s just all politics. It’s this division between 
people...that is completely imaginary. It’s 
amazing being next to it. You don’t get the 
feeling that, ‘Oh, that’s a place I can’t go.’ You 
just see the cars driving by on the freeway, you 
see the billboards and you’re just like, ‘Oh, 
normal life. Normal life here, normal life 
there. Let’s explore.’ But nope, you can’t do 
that.”
Standing so close to the fence, it was hard 
to disagree. After a 45-minute trek through 
grass and mud, I was expecting something a 
little more intimidating than a road and and 
some friendly vendors offering to sell us 
burritos. In some ways, however, the normalcy 
is the most unsettling part of the trip. It’s 
disturbing to know that this division is such a 
big deal. It’s disturbing that politics doesn’t 
seem to think about this humanity at all.
I was one of eight Utah State University 
Mental health can be one of the most 
difficult topics to bring up, but it’s also one of 
the most important. Given that one in four 
Americans struggles with mental health issues, 
and three-fourths of all such problems arise 
between the ages of 14 and 24, it’s crucial that 
young people know they’re not alone, learn to 
talk openly about mental health and seek help 
as early as possible. 
Some warning signs that may indicate a 
young person needs help include frequent 
sadness; changes in mood, behavior and 
eating and sleeping patterns; not wanting to 
go to school or work; fighting with family and 
friends; drug and alcohol abuse; and feelings 
of hopelessness, anger or confusion.
When teens and young adults learn to 
recognize the signs and have the tools to 
address mental health challenges, they can 
step up, contribute to the conversation and, 
ultimately, help formulate community solu-
tions to issues of mental health diagnosis and 
treatment.  
With this in mind, the National Institute for 
Civil Discourse is launching its annual Text, 
Talk, Act mental health awareness campaign.  
The national initiative will host events across 
the country on April 19, in collaboration with 
Active Minds’ Stress Less Week, and May 5, in 
tandem with SAMHSA’s National Children’s 
Mental Health Awareness Day, using the 
campaign’s text messaging platform to help 
participants have candid discussions. 
These events are designed to reach young 
people right where they live, through the use 
of mobile technology and social media.  TTA 
events encourage open, face-to-face discus-
sions on mental health to reduce isolation and 
misunderstanding and teach teens and young 
adults how to get and give help, when 
necessary. 
Here’s how Text, Talk, Act works: Partici-
students who traveled to San Diego with the 
service center’s Alternative Spring Breaks 
program. During our five days in California, 
we completed six service projects, all relating 
to refugees and immigrants.
I’ll admit I’m not the ideal candidate for a 
project to serve refugees. Before spring break, 
my knowledge of refugees was limited to an 
article about Syria that I read in a magazine. 
My Spanish proficiency amounts to approxi-
mately four words, and they’re all food items.  
I knew practically nothing about the trials and 
injustices that immigrants face.
Neither, it seems, do a portion of United 
States citizens and presidential candidates. At 
the start of his campaign trail last June, 
Republican candidate Donald Trump said, 
“When Mexico sends its people, they’re not 
sending their best ... They’re sending people 
that have lots of problems, and they’re 
bringing those problems with us. They’re 
bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. 
They’re rapists.” 
Even if we ignore Trump’s inflammatory 
remarks, undocumented immigrants are often 
accused of being freeloaders, of stealing 
American jobs, of taking advantage of Ameri-
can resources without paying taxes or abiding 
by U.S. laws. Extreme rightists have advocated 
tightening border security and even gone so 
far as to suggest building a wall across the 
entire southern half of the United States.
In talking and working with immigrants in 
San Diego, I can only regard this as a night-
marish and potentially catastrophic idea. All of 
the immigrants with whom I spoke entered the 
U.S. with a desire to work and to create new 
opportunities for themselves and their 
families. They pay taxes, enjoy time with 
family, work honest jobs and express a sincere 
desire to accept all the responsibilities 
required of U.S. citizens. 
My experience in San Diego led me to 
conclude that the best immigration policy 
would be one of acceptance and compassion 
rather than aggression and animosity. Econom-
ically and politically, immigrants enhance the 
United States. They are not a threat. In terms 
of politics and social environment, the bigger 
menace to the United States is a domestic fear 
of diversity. Refusing to acknowledge the 
rights and humanity of immigrants will hurt us 
far worse than accepting them into society.
I think San Diego artist Michael Schnorr put 
it best when he wrote, “Barriers, walls and 
fences must be broken down: between 
countries, between people, between neighbor-
hoods.” The immigration “problem” can only 
be solved through love, through cooperation, 
through service and unity. The U.S. has 
enough borders as it is. 
PHOTO BY Sarah Larsson
FUSU Alternative Break participants served in the Binational Friendship Garden next to the U.S.-Mexico border.
L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R
pants gather in small groups of 3 to 5 people 
at any time on/around either of the event 
dates, with one cell phone per group. They 
text the word “START” to the number 89800 
and receive a series of text messages, videos 
and social media interactions that guide the 
group through a conversation on mental 
health. During that conversation, the group 
texts responses to questions (such as why 
talking about mental health is so important 
and how to help a friend in need) and sends 
their ideas for action, which are posted to a 
live website.  As the conversation comes to a 
close, participants receive links to resources to 
continue the conversation and/or seek help. 
Previous participants have said TTA events 
helped them better understand mental health 
and left them feeling more comfortable talking 
about it.  We learned that when given a safe 
forum, young people are eager to join the 
conversation and become committed to being 
part of the solution.
So, let’s make a resolution to talk to each 
other. Let’s commit to learning the warning 
signs and starting the conversation when a 
young person needs help.  As a community, 
let’s learn our needs, find out about recovery 
resources, and explore ways to improve and 
augment our resources.
Join one of our events or organize your 
own. Organizers of Text, Talk, Act events can 
win $1,000 prizes for their schools or commu-
nity organizations, and the campaign provides 
all the materials needed to organize an event. 
To find an event in your area, sign up for the 
contest, get materials for your own event, or 
learn more about mental health, visit http://
creatingcommunitysolutions.org/texttalkact.
 — Raquel Goodrich
Text, Talk, Act Director 
National Institute for Civil Discourse
University of Arizona
Empower Young People to 
Talk About Mental Health
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B A C K B U R N E R
Riley Clark
Rocklin, California
Human Movement Science 
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T H E  B O A R D
FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:




G E T  C A U G H T  R E A D I N G
MISCELLANEOUS
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS 4 FREE 
Kielbasa Sausages Order The Family Gourmet 
Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-800-298-5998 mention 
offer 40332ZTN or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
good13
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-685-8604
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a painrelieving brace at little or NO cost to 
you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1-800-914-8849
Emergencies can strike at any time.  Wise 
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare with 
tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have a 25-year 
shelf life. FREE sample. Call: 800-310-6993
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends 
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you 
can?t reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 
800-975-3361
CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no cost from 
Allied Medical Supply Network! Fresh supplies 
delivered right to your door. Insurance may 
cover all costs. 800-575-1885
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by 
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
ADOPT: LOVING COUPLE
promises your baby a secure home. Denise & 
Nick, 1-888-449-0803
PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and connect live. Try it 
free. Call now: 800-359-2796
HELP WANTED
DRIVERS- REGIONAL ROUTES and dedicat-
ed lanes in Western US. Steady miles. Bonus 
potential. Regular home time. Family compa-
ny. Requires CDL-A, 1-Year OTR, HazMat. 
888.929.9140 www.GoAndrus.com
AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-
4120
Does your auto club offer no hassle service 
and rewards? Call Auto Club of America 
(ACA) & Get $200 in ACA Rewards! (New 
members only) Roadside Assistance & Monthly 
Rewards. Call 1-800-417-0340
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the 
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593
BUILDING MATERIAL
METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered 
Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil 
are at a 4 year low. You get the savings. 17 
Colors prime material, cut to your exact 
length. CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS 
(ucan)1of4
FINANCIAL
Sell your structured settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH NOW. You don't have to 
wait for your future payments any longer! Call 
1-800-681-3252
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS 
Unable to work? Denied benefits?  We Can 
Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-871-7805 to 
start your application today!
ELECTRONICS
Computer problems - viruses, lost data, 
hardware or software issues? Contact Geeks 
On Site! 24/7 Service. Friendly Repair Experts. 
Macs and PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 
1-800-883-0979
Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-
Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOW-
TIME & STARZ. New Customers Only. Don’t 
settle for cable. Call Now 1-800-410-4728
DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed 
Internet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year 
price guarantee & get Netflix included for 1 
year!  Call Today 1-800-611-1081
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
C C A L E N D A R  |  M A R C H  2 8  -  A P R I L  2
MONDAY, MARCH 28
Movie Monday- Bridge of 
Spies
North Logan City Library 
Free, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, MARCH 29




Discovering Your Strengths 
and Weaknesses
Taggart Student Center 315A
Free, 10:30 a.m.
Stress Management and 
Wellness 1010
Taggart Student Center 310
Free, 4:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30




Utah State Univeristy Sales 
Job Fair


















Taylor Clark Spring Recital
USU Fine Arts Center 214
Free, 4:30 p.m.
Baby Animal Days 
American West Heritage Center
$7-$9. Adults $9 Children 3-11 $7, 
10:00 a.m.
Talk by Photography 
Professor Carsten Meier
North Logan Library 
Free, 7:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, APRIL 2




American West Heritage Center
$7-$9, 10:00 a.m.
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Baby Animal Days




Utah State University 
Free, 10:30 a.m.
iPad Class
North Logan City Library 
Free, 2:00 p.m.





USU Performance Hall, USU
 Campus 
$10-$24. General admission: 
Regular $24, Student with ID $10, 
Youth $10. No children under eight, 
7:30 p.m.
